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The Commands of Our Lord

“Great Commission I”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
The “Great Commission” was given as a broad charge to a number of His disciples.  Everyone is not gifted to do each of these commands: make disciples, baptize, and teach.  We know that Paul baptized few people:
1Cor 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void.

Not every Christian is allowed to baptize in a local church setting.  We know that everyone is not given the gift of teaching but all Christians should have some teaching role.    In the next couple of Sundays I hope to talk about each of these three roles.  Today let’s talk about making disciples.  We introduced the topic in LT715 but did not go into details.  
We do not win people to Christ.  Only God can cause someone to be born again and to give that person the gift of faith.  Once God gives that person faith he can then believe, obey, and trust Him.  But we can be involved in making disciples.  Every person who is born again needs to be assisted in his process of learning what his salvation means regarding his walk in the world.  We know that the definition of a Christian is that he is a disciple of Jesus Christ so becoming a disciple is not an option!
Acts 11:26 “and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it came about that for an entire year they met with the church, and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”

Recently there was false teaching going around that one could accept Jesus as your savior now and later become His disciple.  The above verse alone disputes that concept for a Christian is a disciple.  The terrible teaching seemed to have originated during a time when “Christian” teachers/preachers were trying to make becoming a Christian easy so that their church roles would swell.  

Even though everyone who becomes a Christian is a disciple of Jesus Christ, everyone can be helped to become a better disciple.  Each new Christian needs to be discipled by someone more mature in the faith, and as he grows and learns he can then disciple others.  Everyone reading this letter can be involved in helping someone develop as a disciple.  You may be a parent and you can then be involved in helping your children learn more about being a disciple of Jesus.  You may have some friends who are new disciples and you can help them grow in their walk.  The development of a disciple continues throughout his lifetime.  The goal of discipleship is to become as close as possible to being conformed to the image of Jesus in every walk of our life.
God has given us the handbook for discipleship and that book is the Bible.  So the first item on your agenda to disciple someone is to help the person learn how to study the Bible.  Studying the Bible is not like studying a book on Physical Chemistry (you should not be surprised at this comparison!).  The Bible is God’s word to His people and a person has to be guided by the Holy Spirit in understanding His word and applying it to his life.  The student needs to know some basic rules on interpreting and applying God’s word.  I will talk about such interpretation later for it is involved, but just make sure that the student has a good Bible translation and that he develops a consistent time for studying the Bible every day.  After some time of reading, he will have questions and you need to be available regularly to help him understand what he has read.  It would be good to schedule a time every week for you to get together with the student to help in this study.  

The disciple will also need to learn how to apply God’s will to every area of his life.  The discipler will then need to encourage the student to ask questions about life applications.  The new Christian will also need a church home and you will need to help him in the selection of a proper church.  As the student develops as a Christian he will be able to discern better the proper church home for himself.  He will also need to become involved in a Bible study group in the church such as a Sunday School class and you can help him in the proper choice of such a class.  The new Christian will begin to see the differences between a Christian and an atheistic worldview involving such comparisons as success in life, finding a spouse, use of finances, life goals, etc.
Be prepared for a wonderful experience as you see God work in the life of the person you are facilitating.  You will learn that you are also being discipled in the process!  
























